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UM PROFESSORS FESSENDEN, PHOTIADES 
SELECTED AS DISTINGUISHED TEACHERS
> MISSOULA—
A University of Montana chemistry professor and an associate professor of 
economics have been named the 1982-83 "Distinguished Teacher Award" recipients 
at the University of Montana„
Ralph J. Fessenden, a UM chemistry faculty member since 1967, and John Gu 
Photiades, an economics faculty member since 1970, will receive $1,000 awards as 
the University's distinguished teachers at UM commencement ceremonies June 12.
A committee of faculty members selects up to two teachers each year to receive 
the awards. Faculty are nominated by their colleagues and supporting letters are 
submitted by faculty, other professionals, and students -on the graduate level, 
undergraduate level or both.
Both Fessenden and Photiades were highly praised by students and colleagues as 
outstanding teachers and academic advisers^
Fessenden came to UM as chairman of the chemistry department. He had been a 
faculty member at San Jose State College in Calif. In addition to teaching organic 
chemistry at UM he has received several research grants for the study of drug and 
organic chemistry. He received a doctoral degree from the University of California 
at Berkeley in 1958 and a bachelor of science degree from the University of 
Illinois, Urbana, in 1955. He turned to full-time teaching in 1973.
Photiades has taught a wide range of both graduate- and undergraduate-level 
courses in economics during his tenure. Before accepting the post at UM he was a 
statistical analyst with a Wall Street firm in 1967. He received a doctoral degree
(over)
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in 1972 from the University of Illinois, Urbana, a master's degree from 
Columbia University, New York City, in 1967, and a bachelor of science degree 
from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, in 1965.
Fessenden also is a prolific author with dozens of professional science 
articles to his credit. He also has written classroom texts for organic chemistry.
Photiades is well known beyond the UM campus and has taught or lectured at 
various economics and social science seminars in western Montana and served as 
executive director of the Montana State Council for Economic Education for several
years.
